
BAY  STATE  VILLAGE  PICNIC
Sat. Aug. 20th•3:00-7:00pm•Maines Field•Rain or Shine

featuring the UU Jazz Jam and BenWeiss & Joe Burchett
FOOD, TUG-OF-WAR, and MORE!!! 

  Hot dogs, tofu pups, veggieburgers & hamburgers, rolls, lemonade & soda: provided by the BSVA . 
Bring a salad, casserole or dessert to share. Members free, guests $3, children under 10 free.

For more info, or to help, contact Jeff Dawson <dawsonjeffrey@gmail.com>
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Bay State Village Google Group   
    The Bay State Village Google Group is an online forum through which 
members can make announcements, ask questions, and stay connected 
with the neighborhood.  The group is now almost 4 years old and has over 
185 members, with new people signing up every month.
    Common posts include offers of free household items, requests to bor-
row tools, babysitting availability, and lost pet alerts.  The BSVA uses 
the Google Group to notify neighbors of upcoming meetings, events, and 
important issues.  While commercial advertisements are discouraged, rel-
evant business-related posts and for-sale items are generally welcome.
    Most members choose to receive messages by email when posts are 
made - this usually amounts to 5-10 emails per month. Users also have the 
option to log on to Google and read messages manually - like a bulletin 
board - if they do not wish to receive emails.
        If you would like to sign up, please go to groups.google.com and 
search for Bay State Village.  From there, you can sign up.  You do not 
need a Google account, and you will not be added to any other email lists.
    For current members, posting is as easy as sending an email to baystat-
evillage@googlegroups.com.  Whatever you write in the email will be 
automatically posted to the group.
    If you want to reply to the sender of a specific message, just hit reply. 
If you want everyone to see your reply, hit reply all.  
    Anyone having trouble with the group is welcome to email Josh Bedell 
at jbedell2@gmail.com.

TWO Scholarship winners !!  Ms Riley Lathrop  & Ms Emma Almanzar

New BSVA Website!!
www.baystatevillage.org

    Check it out! The new Bay State Village website is up and 
running. Content and pictures are still being added, so it is not 
a finished project yet, but we are well on our way. Some of 
the new functions include a simple Bay State Village Google 
Group sign-up, an events calendar, and more! 
    If you have thoughts or pictures of recent village events or 
past goings on to share, we would love to publish them on the 
website! 
   Thank you to Josh Bedell, Vanessa Keillor and Jeffrey Daw-
son for pushing this project along! 
    To see BSVA’s updated web presence go to:

www.baystatevillage.org

From our president:
Friends and Neighbors,
    There’s a lot of action happening in Bay State lately. Following are 
some updates to prominent projects that have attracted many people’s at-
tention because of the impact they will have to the place we call home. I 
hope everyone is enjoying their summer and enjoying our neighborhood 
treasures. I can’t wait to see you at our Picnic, Saturday, August 20.
             Best, Jeff Dawson, BSVA President

Riley Lathrop graduated from 
Northampton High School in 
June with high grades and a 
great record of achievement 
in our community. She is a 
member of the National Hon-
or Society and plans to study 
Dance Education and Busi-
ness Management at Bridge-
water State University. She 
will be building on her expe-
rience teaching and co-man-
aging the office at the Holmes 
Studio of Dance in Easthamp-
ton. Riley’s goal is to create 
her own studio that provides 
a “nurturing and encouraging 
environment”. She thinks that 
dance is a great outlet for all 
sorts of people.

Emma Almanzar is a member 
of the National Honor Society 
at Northampton High School. 
She was a volunteer tutor who 
says her ultimate goal “is to 
work with and help others.” 
She was a “Relay for Life” 
team captain for the last six 
years raising money for can-
cer research. In her church, 
she helps manage the gift 
shop and she volunteers at 
the Cooley Dickinson Hos-
pital Coffee Shop. She will 
attend St. Michael’s College 
outside Burlington, VT where 
she will study Sociology and 
Spanish. She looks forward to 
exploring and participating in 
all the area has to offer.

Come 
join 
us!

For more than 20 years the BSVA has recognized outstanding high school 
seniors from our neighborhood with Tobin Family Scholarships. The 
awards are supported by donations from our members. The scholarships 
are named for Peg, Jack, and Dot Tobin who did so much to build and 
maintain our organization. See below for how you can contribute to the 
Scholarship Fund and become a member of this great neighborhood or-
ganization.  Your help and new ideas are always welcome!

Yes! That’s right!
This will be our 30th annual Bay State Village Picnic!  
Who knew back in 1986, that the picnic would live on 
and on!  Tofu pups, hamburgers, Tug of War, and all! 

And we are still at 
Maine’s Field by the Mill River in our favorite Village.

Scholarship Fund   
     The many donations to our Scholarship Fund, accumulated for 20 years, 
have created an endowment of $15,000.  This has provided a scholarship 
award every year since 1991 to a graduating Smith Vocational School stu-
dent and/or a Northampton High School student who lives in Bay State.  
The scholarship amount has gradually increased to $350 in recent years.  
The BSVA would like to increase the award amount of the scholarship.
    Although we hold our endowment in long-term Certificates of Deposit 
and in conservative mutual funds, the current low interest rates barely 
cover the award.  We welcome contributions to the Fund to maintain the 
award amount without depleting the endowment.  BSVA, Inc is an IRS 
501(c)(3) not-for-profit organization, which assures that all contributions 
to our Scholarship Fund are tax-deductible.    Your contribution, payable 
to Bay State Village Association, Inc, can be sent to BSVA, Inc; c/o Nor-
man Spencer, Treasurer; 26 Nutting Av; Florence MA 01062.  You will 
receive a receipt for tax purposes.  Thank you.



Bay State Village Contacts
President: Jeff Dawson, dawsonjeffrey@gmail.com 413-695-4007
Co-Vice Presidents: Josh Bedell, jbedell2@gmail.com, 631-300-8876 & 

Regine Spector, regineamy@yahoo.com 510-290-8346
Secretary: Sue Norton, 586-1641, suenorton@comcast.net 

Treasurer: Norman Spencer, 587-0801, normspen@juno.com
Website: Jeff Dawson,dawsonjeffrey@gmail.com 413-695-4007

Bash: Regine Spector, regineamy@yahoo.com 510-290-8346
Clean-Up: Jeff Dawson,dawsonjeffrey@gmail.com 413-695-4007

Picnic: Jeff Dawson,dawsonjeffrey@gmail.com 413-695-4007
Tag Sale: Gary Hartwell, 584-3194,  ghartwel@smith.edu

Publications: Diane Welter, 586-1849, dianewelter@gmail.com
Scholarship: Alex Ghiselin, 586-1849, aghiselin@comcast.net
Google Group: Josh Bedell, 631-300-8876 jbedell2@gmail.com

Bay State Village Association 
MEETINGS are held from 6 to 7:30pm, at the Nonotuck/Feiker Com-
munity School, on the 4th Tuesday of the month. Usually there are no 
meetings in July, August or December.
WEBSITE: www.baystatevillage.org
GOOGLE GROUP: is sent to members by email.  Add your name or 
post a message via http://groups.google.com/group/baystatevillage. Ques-
tions? Email Josh at jbedell2@gmail.com
DUES are $10 per household; over age 65 free.   

NOTES from our TREASURER
    Your BSVA dues support our social activities.  These include our annual 
"BASH Potluck” in March, the Community Tag Sale in June, our annual 
picnic (August 20 this year), and the annual Roadside Clean-Up.  The 
dues also support information meetings for elections, and for town pro-
posals and regulations, the garden in front of Rick’s Auto, this newsletter, 
and our website.
    Dues are $10 per calendar year per household, payable to BSVA, Inc.  
Dues are optional for members age 65 and older.  Please send your check 
payable to BSVA, Inc. to:  BSVA, Inc.;  c/o Norman Spencer, Treasurer; 
26 Nutting Av;  Florence MA 01062.  A self-addressed envelope is en-
closed with this newsletter for your convenience.  

121 Hinckley Street Redevelopment  
    Many Hinckley Street residents received an invitation to discuss a 
proposed 5-duplex, 10-unit development at 121 Hinckley Street in June 
at the Florence Civic Center. Jonathan Wright and his team presented the 
proposed plan and discussed the project to a packed room and a passion-
ate audience.
    Many of the issues of concern raised were related to an increase in traf-
fic, drainage, and potential changes to the character of the neighborhood. 
Attendees were intrigued by the net-zero energy housing, associated green 
infrastructure, and the effort to design infill that maintained open space.
    In response to the meeting Mr. Wright and his team revised their project 
to a 4-duplex 8-unit development. All of the documentation for the site 
plan review and special permit have recently been submitted.
    The permit application can be viewed at http://archive.northamptonma.
gov/  Stay tuned for hearing dates and times.
   Bay State Village Google Group participants can view some recent 
neighborhood discussion and updated clarification on this topic by log-
ging on to the group.

Traffic Calming
     Traffic calming remains a prominent issue for the BSVA.  At present 
our neighborhood has three traffic calming applications under review by 
the city: Riverside Drive (2008), Hinckley Street and Nonotuck Street 
intersection (2015), and Federal Street (2015).
    The Transportation and Parking Commission, an advisory group for the 
Mayor and the City Council, reviews the applications, collects data, and 
decides whether or not to recommend. If recommended, the application is 
placed on a priority list. The Riverside Drive application (Northampton’s 
first-ever Traffic Calming Application) was submitted in 2008 and now 
ranks number two on the list.
    In April of this year, the BSVA dedicated its entire meeting to this 
issue. Ryan O’Donnell, City Council Vice President and Transportation 
and Parking Commission Chair, attended to provide information about 
our Traffic Calming applications. The preliminary recommendation is to 
install speed humps on Riverside Drive. There are other options, but no 
engineering plans to review. Mr. O’Donnell has been in communication 
with the Mayor and is working to arrange a plan with the DPW.
    The intersection of Nonotuck Street and Elm Street will be getting pri-
marily pedestrian-related improvements as a part of the Hinckley Street 
reconstruction project.
    Federal Street has an application pending before the Commission and a 
traffic study has been completed. If approved the project will be prioitized 
and ranked against a long list of waiting applicants.  We will continue to 
address this issue and promote pedestrian-safe and bicycle-safe streets. 
More information can be found at http://www.northamptonma.gov/1118/
Traffic-Calming.

Friends  of the Clement Street Bridge       
    The Friends report that the official application for the bridge to be listed 
on the National Register of Historic Places has been submitted.  It has 
taken many steps over the past three years to get here, and the Mass His-
torical Commission tells us this final step to secure historical recognition 
for the bridge will take 18 to 24 months.
    Submission of the application included a letter from Mayor David 
Narkewicz where he again expressed his commitment to “maintaining 
and restoring the historic structure as opposed to replacing it with a new, 
cement bridge.”  He also noted the city’s pursuit of $500,000 from the 
state Transportation Bond Bill for repairs.
    Earlier this year the DPW received the engineering report from Green-
man-Pederson (GPI) which included several possibilities for future meth-
ods of crossing the Mill River and concluded, “It is not readily apparent 
that rehabilitation or replacement is the obvious solution”.   The Friends 
group continues to advocate for rehabilitation.  For more  information on 
the Friends’ group contact Peter McLean at peterwfmclea@gmail.com  or 
call 586-7961.  Also see www.clementstreeetbridge.org.

   Hello everyone, I am a 
local mom with two el-
ementary-aged children. 
We ride our bikes to 
school most sunny days 
during the fall and spring 
seasons. We would like 
to invite children from 
around the neighbor-
hood to ride with us, It 
is a great way for kids 
to get some energy out 
before they start learn-
ing. If you or your child 
has an interest in riding 
to school, please contact 
me, Vanessa Keillor, to 
see about joining. I am 
still figuring out interest 

BSVA BIKE   
      GANG

and logistics, so feel free to give me a call to find out more. 413-695-7273 
or vkeillor@gmail.com

Hinckley Street Reconstruction 
    The Hinckley Street Reconstruction project persists. In a Memorandum 
dated June 23, 2016  Donna LaScaleia, our new Director of Public Works 
wrote to Mayor David Narkewicz as follows:

         

The BSVA will see what the revised plans look like and how the order of 
conditions put forth by the Conservation Commission are affected. 

“The Hinckley Street reconstruction project includes redirecting 
some drainage from Warner Street and Maplewood Terrace to be 
discharged at a new 36” drainage outfall off Riverside Drive.
    Designing the outfall and service access road for the outfall has 
become more complicated due to slope stability issues. Kleinfelder, 
our geotechnical consultant, is nearing completion of design of the 
retaining walls that will be needed for this construction. They were 
originally unanticipated. There will be two retaining walls needed, 
totaling +/- 200 feet.
    By the time the design is completed and we are ready to go to bid 
we will be well into the construction season. The bidding climate 
will not be favorable if we are looking for a fall start, since the better 
contractors already have work lined up. This is about a $3 million 
job that will likely take two full construction seasons to complete, 
and having a full construction season to start will be beneficial for 
efficient completion of the project.
    We recommend that we bid Hinckley Street in the late fall for an 
early 2017 start. This will get us the best bid climate and would al-
low for an additional infusion of Chapter 90 money in April if more 
funds are needed to support the project.”

Thank You’s to:
    Dan Olshansky for all the hard work he contributed to the website 
for the past decade.
     Sue Norton and Ann Burger for the lovely Garden around our sign,
    Justin and Christine Eck for the amazing music at the Bay State 
Bash in March
    Rick’s Garage on Riverside Drive whose water is keeping the Bay 
State Village Garden across the street, alive and blooming.  Rick and 
Irene Mott have donated garden water for many years and in a drought it 
makes all the difference. 
    Gary Hartwell and his daughter Lila Lu for the amazing new event 
signs. Creative, colorful and to the point! 

HELP! The Bay State Village Association needs you.
If you can help with the Clean-Up, the Bash, the Picnic or any of the
   activities listed, please speak to one of the contacts at right. 
Ideas for more ways to improve our neighborhood are welcome!


